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Global Perspectives: 

Sophomore Inquiry 233P/International Studies 226E

Spring 2013

“Since ‘the nation’ is a cultural and political construct, its symbolic representation in ceremonies, monuments and images makes it a palpable object, comprehensible to a population that has to imagine itself as community.”

Instructor: Leslie W. Batchelder, PhD

Mentor: Peter Roth
Office Phone: 725-8158 



Email: jpr2@pdx.edu
Email: lwbatch@pdx.edu



Main Class: 2-3:15 M/W
Office:
 Cramer D117






Office Hours:
TBA 








Course Description:
If September 11, 2001 has taught us nothing else, it has taught us to wonder at the deep and powerful attachments we feel towards our own nation. We owe our own American notions of nationhood and national identity to the development of the concept of a modern nation as it emerged in Europe between the eighteenth and twentieth centuries. As Americans much of our interaction on the world stage, particularly in the area of armed conflict, is predicated upon our sense of national identity and purpose. Never has this been clearer than in the last 10 years as we have struggled to assert our identity and authority in Iraq and in Afghanistan. Therefore, it is imperative that we examine our notions about our own European-American identity and the ways in which other cultures, e.g. outside the “Eurocentric” perspective, have helped to shape our national identity and perspective on world events.

In our transnational era of multi-media technology, it has become commonplace to question the assumptions of “place” and “nation.” Many scholars argue that we have entered a post-nationalist era. However, the idea of nationhood still maintains a firm hold on our imaginations and identities. Therefore it is imperative that we attempt to understand the myriad historical, social and political events that have called nations into being. For example, what role do race, class and gender play in our understanding of national identities? 
This course will examine the concept of Europe and then that of Nation and national identity as it is represented in historical writings, art, architecture and literature of the 18th through 20th centuries in Europe. We will examine the ways in which race, class, gender and sexuality have been instrumental in constructing national identities in Europe. Finally, we will endeavor to understand the ways in which the construction of the concept of nationhood has changed the European landscape over time.  
Required Materials:

Reader Packet: available at Smart Copy (1915 SW 6th Ave)

Supplemental Readings will be available online through the PSU library or on Blackboard

Course Policies:

[image: image1]This is a Cell phone free zone!

Please either turn off or set all electronic devices to vibrate. This includes all blackberries, pagers, computers etc. A classroom is much like a theater in which others are paying for a ticket and expect your courtesy. Phones and other devices can be very disruptive and therefore do not belong in the classroom. If using a computer during class is a necessity for you, i.e. you have a disability, please see me. 
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This course is part of the University Studies program and as such it requires active student participation. Your pick a passage assignments for each reading will be noted for each reading as part of the grade. A deliberate attempt is made in this course to modify the traditional institutional model of students as passive participants in a lecture. On the contrary, my expectation is that you will actively participate. This means not merely showing up and occasionally talking, but rather that you take the time to carefully and thoughtfully prepare all readings for the day which they are assigned and come to class ready to discuss them in a thoughtful manner. Participation also entails consistent and meaningful participation in mentor sessions.
© Plagiarism

Using another person’s thoughts, ideas or words without properly crediting that person is known as plagiarism. PSU has a well-defined policy regarding plagiarism, cheating or academic dishonesty (see “Student Rules of Conduct” in PSU bulletin). Plagiarism will result in a grade of F.

[image: image5.wmf]The Right to be successful: Students with disabilities, who may require accommodations, are encouraged to contact the PSU Disabilities Resource Center and the professor at the beginning of the term to arrange accommodations.

[image: image3.wmf]All graded written work can be picked up at my office CH D117 by January 30th. After this date it will be shredded and recycled. 

Are We In Sinq?

This class is conceived as part of the University Studies program. As such it is designed to help students to make progress towards the four goals of University Studies:
~Critical Thinking and Inquiry 

~Communication

~Ethical and Social Responsibility
            ~Diversity of Human Experience

The University Studies Program is a unique General Education program designed to provide students with more holistic and integrated college experience. The program stresses student centered learning, developing a sense of community amongst students and community based learning.

In this course several assignments are designed with specific goals in mind such as the Group Presentation (Ethical and Social Responsibility & Diversity of Human Experience).
Course Requirements:

1. Participation in course and mentor session. Active participation is expected. Lateness, absences, or lack of participation will affect your grade. Note that 15% of your grade is participation. You will be graded not only on attendance but also on the quality of your participation. 

2. Reading Responses to be posted in D2L see discussion link. 

3. Midterm exam

4. Group Presentation

5. Take Home Final

Grades will be assigned according to the following rubric:

	Participation 
	10%

	Reading Response
	20%

	Midterm Exam
	20%

	Group Presentation
	20%

	Take Home Final
	30%


Descriptions of Course Assignments:

Participation: In order to produce a lively and academically engaging environment in the classroom it is imperative that you make every effort to contribute to conversations, ask questions and engage in active learning. You should come to each class prepared to discuss the texts assigned. 

Reading Responses: For each reading assignment you will need to complete the “pick a passage” assignment as follows: Choose a passage in the text that you feel is especially interesting or presents a strong argument. Prepare a short (one paragraph or two) written statement about the text, the passage and your thoughts on the passage. Why is the passage particularly important? How does this passage help you to understand the text?. You will complete one statement for each reading. These are due by noon on the day we will discuss them in class. I will not accept any late “pick a passage” assignments since they are meant to help you engage in discussion. 
Oral Presentation: This is a group work assignment. As such it is your responsibility to communicate with your team and to participate in the planning, researching and presentation of your chosen topic. I will be assigning a base grade for the entire group, however your individual failure to participate fully will seriously impact your grade on this assignment. 

Topic: Separatist Identities within National Frameworks. Examples include: Basques/Spain, Northern Ireland/Ireland, Roma& Sinta (“Gypsies”)/within any nation of Europe, Jews within any nation of Europe, Sardinia (Sardinian Nation), Sami-Laplanders, Corsican Nationalists (Corsica Nazione) etc.

Time limit: 15 minutes. Per team
In class midterm: The midterm will be held on and will consist of questions pertaining to the first part of the course through the Rousseau “Social Contract” reading.
Take-Home Final: You will be asked to respond to questions about texts and ideas presented in this class. Since this is a take-home exam you are expected to present your work typed/word processed in MLA style. 
NOTE: This Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor!
European Studies Spring 2013

We will discuss the readings the day they are listed.

Week 1
Main Class





Mentor Session

	4/1
	Introductions What is Europe?
	Introductions

	4/3
	Delanty: Inventing Europe See d2l
	


Week 2
	4/8
	Anderson: Imagined Communities 
	“Once upon a time in Baghdad.”

	4/10
	Said: Orientalism 
	


Week 3

	4/15
	Eric Hobsbawn: “Industrialization“
	About Group Work

	4/17
	Rousseau Excerpts from the “Social Contract”
	


Week 4

	4/22
	The French Revolution and the Socialist Tradition: Early French Communists -The History Guide see d2l
	Group Presentation group formations

	4/24
	Gutwirth: “The Rights and Wrongs of Women.”


	


Week 5

	4/29
	Midterm
	Group work Research

	5/1
	Ellis: Napolean 
	


Week 6

	5/6
	“Aesthetic Education” and “The Stage As A Moral Institution” Schiller  see d2l
	Final work on Group Presentations

	5/8
	Hitler & Degenerate Art  NO READING 
	


Week 7

	5/13
	Mussolini and Propaganda: Chapter 4 of Mussolini and Fascism, Palla 
	 Film clip “Mussolini”

	5/15
	Nation as “Gesamtkunstwerk : Ulrich Schmidt

See D2l
	


Week 8

	5/20
	Bown: Art under Stalin
	Practice Student presentations

	5/22
	Europe Now see D2L
	


Week 9

	5/27
	Memorial DAY PSU IS CLOSED
	Preparing for the final. Questions?

	5/29
	TBA
	


Week 10

	6/3
	Student Presentations
	Evaluations

	6/5
	Student Presentations
	


� Ben-Amos, Avner. “Monuments and Memory in French Nationalism.” History and Memory 5.2 (1993) 50-81
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